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Out of the Bunker – Into the World 
 

 

 

Today’s First Reading “struck home” in many ways.  This reading 

from the Acts of the Apostles brings us into the scene of the 

disciples gathered in The Upper Room:  that place of so many 

different events, of so many different emotions.  Here, they had experienced the great 

Love of Christ in the Gift of the Eucharist. Here, they had hidden: frightened and 

horrified at what had befallen their Master.  Here, though the doors had been locked 

tight, Christ came to them, in pardon and peace, after the Resurrection.  

Here, this day, we meet them again in the Upper Room, many listed by name, 

together with Mary.  Jesus had Ascended, gone back, as He said, to the Father. Now 

the disciples gather in prayer awaiting Christ’s promised Gift: the Coming of the Spirit. 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

I began by saying that this Reading “struck home”.  That’s because I pictured 

The Upper Room with Mary, the apostles and disciples gathered there as very similar 

to all of us during these past weeks.  Stay Home, Stay Safe became our slogan.  We, in 

our homes, “hunkered down” in the bunkers of our individual dwellings. 

And now, in these coming days, we, like those gathered in the Upper Room, will 

come out of the bunker, back into the world.  A good and much needed preparation 

for this re-engaging with the world, is to do as they did: “devote” ourselves “with one 

accord to prayer”. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Next Sunday is the Feast of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit lit a Fire within those 

gathered in that Upper Room: a Fire meant to Light the entire World.  By Faith we 

know that Feasts are not just remembrances of what happened long ago.  No, they are 

not just a remembrance, but a call to enter here and now into the Reality of the Feast: 

in this case, to welcome, to experience, the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life. 

We’ve been hunkering down in our bunkers but soon we will go forth.  We 

hunkered down to be safe from a physical virus, a world plague.  

As we go out to the world again, may we open ourselves to the Work of 

the Holy Spirit. May the Spirit equip us to be bearers and witnesses to 

the True Vaccine - Jesus Christ and His Body the Church – THE Vaccine for 

all the viruses that plague the body AND the soul.                 S. Mary Ann 


