
 The One who Tends 
our Roots 

 

 

Some days ago I came across a reflection, not written during this 

coronavirus crisis, that seemed to connect to our present situation. 

 
The reflection regarded the parable of the barren fig tree.  The parable (in 

my words) tells of the owner of a vineyard, a gardener, and a fig tree.  The fig 

tree should be filled with figs but is not.  “Why should it take up good space?”, 

the owner says.  “Ah”, says the gardener, “give it more time.  I will dig around 

the roots; I will fertilize it; then let’s see.” 

 
The reflection writer (Archbishop Augustine Di Noia) says that most often 

we concentrate on the owner and the fig tree, not on the gardener. I guess I 

always thought of the owner as God and hoped I was not the fig tree!  Or I was 

both the owner (being a bit down on myself) AND the fig tree (sensing I had not 

bloomed enough after all these years – not saying how many!) 

 
Yet, the Bishop says, there were ancient writers who focused on the 

gardener.  They saw God as the Gardener, the one who bends down to the 

earth, ready to dig down, and gently tend this tree having so much trouble 

bearing its fruit.  He is the Lover of the Garden, desiring each to bloom into 

fullness, into the fruitfulness and abundance of Life. 

 
 

Give it some more time, the gardener says. 
 

Time, time.  Isn’t that what we’ve been given now? 



More time than ever before. 

The Gardener will come into this time if we give it to Him. 

For, unlike the fig tree who has no say in the matter, we do. 
 

May we and our families take this time  

to work with THE Gardener 

– to open ourselves in prayer, to invite Him to tend our Roots. 

May we take good advantage of this time, 

and seek the nourishment He provides.  

Below are some opportunities. 

 

Nourishment for the Soul 
A few ways: 

Mass – see where Sunday or Daily Mass is being live streamed–  

See List on Parish website  

 

A note about mass-online.org:  

 I have heard Mass live streamed from the USA and abroad – including Chicago; 

Ann Arbor, Michigan; Knock, Ireland; Limerick, Ireland; the Isle of Man and Abu Dhabi. 

Experience the universal church (at least those who pray the Mass in English).  Have 

the family, on a world map, mark the places where you have prayed with the Body of 

Christ. 

 

Nightly Rosary for the end of the Coronavirus – 8pm – 

http://www.phillyevang.org/rosary - this is local from our archdiocese.  This week 

over 2500 households have joined in! 

 

Lenten Retreat – starting Monday – March 30 to Palm Sunday – The Power of 

Faith and Hope in a Time of Uncertainty – A weeklong Virtual Lenten Retreat – 7pm –– 

@Archbishop Perez - Facebook and Instagram and  archdiocesan website: 

catholicphilly. com 

 

http://www.phillyevang.org/rosary

